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Pedro Menendez Marquez being in Fort San Juan with a part of the
people who were to assemble when the enemy should appear, the
look-out made signals that ships were approaching. Thereupon from
the fort the signal was given for the rest to report, although the first
signal was that a launch was arriving from the fort at Santa Elena.
Then the look-out gave the warning signal that many ships were
approaching, and accordingly the corsair Francis Drake came up
with a fleet of vessels and stood off, along the bar. Deponent estimates
(as nearly as he could count) that there were 23 large ships and a
great number of smaller craft.
On Saturday following, before dawn, nine large pinnaces entered
and sought the fort. As soon as they were seen and the artillery
could be fired, the defence opened by sinking one of these pinnaces.
They retired (p. 9) and withdrew towards the beach and landed
their troops to the number of six hundred men, it was estimated.
They drew up in formation behind certain sand dunes there and the
pinnaces returned to the fleet. Nineteen pinnaces and frigates and
barges came back to land with reinforcements which seemed to be
about two thousand men. They again attacked the fort. They met
with resistance and again withdrew with the loss of another pinnace
which was knocked to pieces.
In view of this the corsair landed heavy artillery which he planted
in four different positions at about an harquebus shot from the fort,
among the sand dunes. With these he began to batter the fort. The
artillery and musketry fire continued until nightfall and some
English were killed.
The general ordered Juan de Contreras, interpreter for the
Indians of this vicinity, to make a night attack on the enemy. They
say that they killed six Englishmen. Because the enemy was numerous
they found it convenient to withdraw.
That night the corsair removed the masts from his pinnaces and
in the darkness reconnoitred the position of the fort, preparatory to
landing the rest of his men. He carried off a launch belonging to His
Majesty which was in a bayou near the fort. It offered some resis-
tance. When the moon came up the enemy's pinnaces were dis-
covered near the fort and his troops on shore on both sides of it.
Observing this and in view of the fact that he was lost beyond
earthly help and that it would be temerity for so few men to await
the attack of so many and in such force, because the fort was built
of timbers and not completely finished, and since if he and the men
with him were lost it meant nothing more nor less than the loss of
the non-combatants who, by his order, had retired to the bush,